EL CARTOGRAFO
EN SU LABERINTO

How hack journalists managed to map out
a local crime database — and how you can too.
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I can’t speak Spanish, but I am a fan.
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Our team is called the Data Desk.

We turn databases into news.



$ python
Python 2.6.6 (r266:84292, Sep 15 2010, 16:22:56)

[GCC 4.4.5] on linux2

Type "help", "copyright", "credits" or "license" for more information.
>>> 1mport django
>>>

That means we write code.
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We make things like...



Legal drugs, deadly outcomes

BY SCOTT GLOVER, LISA GIRION. VIDEO AND PHOTOS BY LIZ O. BAYLEN

November 11, 2012

Prescription overdoses kill more people than heroin and cocaine.
An L.A. Times review of coroners’ records finds that drugs prescribed by a

small number of doctors caused or contributed to a disproportionate number of deaths.
Terry Smith collapsed face-down in a pool of his own vomit.
Lynn Blunt snored loudly as her lungs slowly filled with fluid.

Summer Ann Burdette was midway through a pear when she stopped breathing.
Larry Carmichael knocked over a lamp as he fell to the floor.

Jennifer Thurber was curled up in bed, pale and still, when her father found her.

Karl Finnila sat down on a curb to rest and never got up.




SATURDAY,SEPTEMBER 28,2013 * LATIMES.COM/LANOW

Luis SINCO Los Angeles Times

SUSPENSION OF DISBELIEF

Cirque du Soleil performer Rebecca Slivka is reflected in the mirrored surface of the downtown Westin Bonaventure Hotel on
Friday as she rappels 26 floors down the side of the building during Over the Edge IV, a benefit for the Boy Scouts of America.

EXTRA

Brown

S1gNS
2 bills

on Rx
abuse

A third, aimed at
identifying reckless
doctors, gets the
ZOVErnor's veto.

BY ScoTT GLOVER
AND Li1sA GIirION

Gov. Jerry Brown signed
two bills Friday aimed at
curbing prescription drug
abuse but vetoed a third
that could have helped the
state’s medical board iden-
tify reckless doctors whose
patients died on pills they
prescribed.

The three bills, which
garnered strong bipartisan
support, were spurred by a
series of Investigative re-
ports in The Times that
linked drugs prescribed by
doctors to nearly half the
prescription-involved over-
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A GAME CHANGER

State legislation backed by the NFL and five other pro
leagues would sharply limit teams’ workers’ comp liability

By KEN BENSINGER,
ARMAND EMAMDJOMEH
AND MARC LIFSHER

By the thousands, pro-
fessional athletes from
around the country are seek-
ing medical care or money
through California’s work-
ers’ compensation system
for brain trauma and other
injuries suffered on the
playing field.

Former athletes have
filed more than 4 400 claims
involving head and brain in-
juries since 2006 — seven
times more thanin the previ-
ous 15 years, according to a
Times analysis of state re-
cords. Nearly three-quarters
of all new claims made in
California now include al-
leged brain injuries.

Most of these claims

. : oF
RAY STUBBLEBINE Assoclated Press
CONRAD DOBLER, left, at work in 1977. He has had
nine knee replacements since retirement. He filed a
claim against his former teams in California in 2009.

CoNgaDp DOBLER

come from former pro foot-
ball players, brought by
superstars such as Joe The-
ismann, Tony Dorsett and
Earl Campbell, as wellasun-
heralded practice squad
players.

The claims represent a
huge financial risk for Na-
tional Football League
teams. Research suggests
that repeated head trauma
from violent contact can
lead to dementia, Parkin-
son's disease and other in-
curable conditions. A com-
plete list of claims by football
players, culled from millions
of filings from the Division of
Workers' Compensation, is
posted at www.latimes.com/
sports-injuries.

Now the NFL and five
other professional sports
leagues are close to limiting

[See Benefits, A20]



to ruin for cars

Street quality hinges
more on topography
and age than wealth, a
Times analysis finds.

By BEN POSTON

A drive along Angus
Street in hilly Silver Lake re-
guires navigating a gantlet
of buckled concrete slabs
and dirt-filled cracks.

But on South Seabluff
Drive in Playa Vista the ride
is smooth, the pavement is
black and you can smell the
fresh asphalt.

Despite the city's best ef-
forts tokeepupwiththe con-
stant flood of road repairs,
Los Angeles is a city divided
- byits potholes, cracksand
ruts.

A Times analysis of street
inspection data found wide

disparities in road quality
among the city's 14 neigh-
borhoods.

The streets in the newer
development of Playa Vista,
which the city's database
gives the highest ranking
with an average grade of B,
scored 80% higher than
those in Silver Lake, which
ranks among the worst with
a D-minus average.

The differences are not
driven by wealth or political
power. In fact, some of the
poorest partsofthe city have
some of the best roads.

‘The heart of the problem
is aging streets, heavy traf-
fic, undulating terrain and
the sheersize of the network.
The streets in the poorest
shape tend to be in hillside
neighborhoods, such as the
Hollywood Hills, Mount
Washington, Los Feliz and
Bel-Air.

[See Streets, A20]
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GRADING THE TEACHERS

RAPT: Third-graders at Mornin

gxide Elementary in San Fornando listen to tea

rrotographa by InrFAN EMAN Los Angeles Times

w Zonaida Tan. Contrary

to popular belief, the best teachers weren’t concentrated in the most affluent neighborhoods.

Who's teaching our kids?

A Times analysis, using data largely ignored by LLAUSD, looks at
which educators help students learn, and which hold them back.

Jasown FeLon,
Jaz2oN SoNa
AND Douo SMiTH

he fifth-graders

at Broadous Ele-

mentary School

come from the

same world —the

poorest corner of the San

Femando Valley, a Pacoima

neighborhood framed by

two freeways where some

have lost friends to the stray
bullets of rival gangs

Many are the sons and

daughters of Latino immi.

grants who never finished

high school, hard-working

parents who keep a respect-
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1l Aguilar's students

tors to do what's best

The students study the
same lessons. Theyare often
on the same chapter of the
same book

Yet year after year, one
nnh-grade class learns far
more than the other down
the hall. The difference has
almost nothing to do with
the size of the class, the stu-
dentsor their parents

It'stheir teachers.

With Miguel Agullar, stu-
dents  consistently have
made striking gains on state
standardized tests, many of
them vaulting from the bot-
tom third of students in Los
Angeles schools to well

above average, according to
O T ATICOTY AOO1

GRADING THE TEACHERS

No gold stars
for excellent
L.A. teaching

Effective instructors get little
recognition. Often their principals
don’t even know who they are.
Jason Frren

It's a Wednesday moming, and Zenaida Tan is warming
her students up with a little exercise in “Monster Math.”

That's Tan'’s name for math problems with monstrously
big numbers. While most third-graders are learning to multi-
ply two digits by two digits, Tan makes her class practice
with 10 digits by two = just Lo show them its not so different

On this spring day, her students pick apart the problem
on the board — 7,850,437 826 x 56 — with the enthusiasm of
game show contestants, shouting out answers before Tan
can ask a question. When she accidentally blocks their view,
several stand up with thelir notebooks and walk across the
room to get a better look.

The answer comes minutes later in a singsong unison
“Four hundred and thirty-nine billion, six hundred and twen-
ty-fourmillion...”

Congratulations, Tan tells them, for solving it con ganas.
That's Spanish for “with gusto,” a phrase she picked up from
watching “Stand and Deliver,” a favorite film of hers about
the late Jaime Escalante, the remarkably successful math
Leacher at Garfield High School in East Los Angeles

The Los Angeles Unified School District has hundreds of
Jaime Escalantes — teachers who preside over remarkable
successes, yearafter year, often [See Excellence, AZZ)

Inrav KHAN los Angeies Times



Los Angeles Teacher Ratings

John P. Smith

A sth grade teacher at Hillery T. Broadous Elementary in 2010

KiRecommend . 0

W Tweet 1)

| See 2009 rating |

These graphs show a teacher’s "value-added” rating based on his or her students’ progress on
the California Standards Tests in math and English. The Times’ analysis used all valid student
scores available for this teacher from the 2003-04 through 2009-10 academic years. The value-
added scores reflect a teacher's effectiveness at raising standardized test scores and, as such,

capture only one aspect of a teacher's work.

<~ Drag graph for more =)

Math effectiveness
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Pricey home is

no guarantee of

a quick rescue

By KATE LINTHICUM,
BEN WELSH

ANXD ROBERT J. LOPEZ
Los AnGeLes TiMes

Waits for 911 medical aid
vary dramatically across
Los Angeles and many ofthe
city’s most exclusive neigh-
borhoods have the longest
response times, accordingto
aTimes investigation.

Under national stand-
ardsadopted by the LosAn-
geles Fire Department, res-
cuers are supposed to arrive
within sixminutesto almost
allmedical emergencies, But
the Times analysis found
that in affluent hillside com-
munities stretching from
Griffith Park to Pacific Pali-

FCYPT

sades, firefighters failed to
hit that mark nearly 85% of
the time.

Incontrast, rescuersbeat
the six-minute standard in
most of their responses in
the more densely populated
neighborhoods in and
around downtown, where 911
calls are more frequent and
the department deploys
MOore resources.

The disparities were also
seen in cases of cardiac ar-
rest, one of the most time-
sensitive emergencies; brain
damage can begin just four
minutes after the heart
stops beating. Over the last
five years, cardiac arrest re-
sponses to incidents in Bel-
Air have been twice as long
as those in the Westlake
neighborhood surrounding
MacArthur Park, where res-
cuers arrived on average in
just over five minutes.

The Fire Department’s

- PRGCICRFRSUIPSETOETNE [ s e SO

How fast is the LAFD where you live?

Rescuers are expected to arrive to nearly all 911 calls within six minutes, a national
standard Los Angeles Fire Department leaders concede they routinely fail to meet. The
Times analyzed more than 1 million runs by the Fire Department over the last five years
and found that what Angelenos can expect often depends on where they live.

3 Mt

Angeles Nationa) Forest

(200

* LAFD fire station

Average 911 response in minutes

National standards say most
responses should be under 6 minutes

Romney
blames
loss on
Obama
4 gift S,

He says the president
gave ‘a lot of stuff’ in
his first term to young
people and minorities
to secure their votes.

By MAEVE RESTON

Mitt Romney said
Wednesday that his loss to
President Obamawasduein
large part to his rival's strat-
egy of giving “gifts" during
his firstterm to threegroups
that were pivotal in the re-
sults of last week's election:
African Americans, Latinos
and youngvoters.

“The Obama campaign

SEROY K - A SSRENY ¢SSP RO SR
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How fast is LAFD where you live? = o

An analysis by the Los Angeles Times Data Desk
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]202 South Spring Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012, USA | |Go. |
Rescuers are expected to arrive to nearly all 911 calls within
six minutes, a national standard LAFD leaders concede they
routinely fail.

The Times analyzed more than a million runs by the Fire
Department over the last five years and found that what
Angelenos can expect often depends on where they live. You
can read about the causes and patterns in the Times story.

Use this map to compare the LAFD’s performance across L.A.

Average full 911 response in minutes (2007-2012)
I |

0 a4 5 6 7 8 10
National standards say most responses should be under 6 minutes

From 2007 -2012:

407 total responses 8 min., 5-second average response
B Medical 91.9% B Fire 8.1% M Avg. dispatch 1:34 Avg. arrival 6:31

125 seconds slower than national standards

Ll 4

More about this map. Source: Times analysis of LAFD data. Credits: Ben Welsh, Robert Lopez, Kate Linthicum. Map data: (c) OpenStr
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Iowa GOP Caucuses Jan. 3, 2012 Selectastate v

99.5% precincts reporting (1,766/1,774) | noon PDT

Latest News | Baitleground states | Fundraising | Super PAC Spending | Political Cartoons | Opinion
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Los Angeles turnout sinks to historic lows

The percentage of registered voters who cast a ballot in L.A.'s mayoral elections peaked in the late 1960s and has declined to historic
lows, according to a Times analysis of 100 years of city election results.
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' § See my picks | Log out | I've been to: 15 of the 101 Price ~ | Jump v | A-Z ~

Q 2100 E. Cesar Chavez Ave., Boyle
Heights

4 (323) 264-7201

@ guisados.co

& 11am. to 8 p.m. Mondays to
Saturdays, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sundays
s

© No alcohol. Takeout. Credit cards
accepted.

Who wants to go?

None of your friends have said they want
to go here...yet.

GUisadOS W Yep, I've been. | | | want to go!

(Mariah Tauger / For The Times)

Into the locavore thing? You might want to try the tacos with chiles torreados at this Boyle Heights taqueria, which is to say ultrahot
chiles grown in Armando De La Torre's backyard, sautéed until they practically melt from the heat, served in a fresh tortilla made from
nixtamal ground several times a day in his brother’s tortilleria next door. Guisados, specializing in tacos de guisados, Mexico City-style
tacos of carefully prepared stews instead of grilled meats, is a neighborhood hangout that has become the Eastside restaurant most likely
to be visited by folks from west of the river, drawn by the tacos stuffed with griddled shrimp with tamarind, spicy chicken tinga, or diced
pork chops in chile verde. This is one of the few taquerias in Los Angeles where you can take a vegetarian: You'll find delicious tacos of
stewed calabacita; sautéed mushrooms with onion and cilantro; and sizzled panela cheese.
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f0s Angeles Times The L.A. Aqueduct at 100
. 3 J ; I ‘

‘THERE IT IS — TAKE IT’

A century of marvel and controversy

"W

For 100 years, the Los Angeles Aqueduct has delivered water to a thirsty city, wending
its way for more than 200 miles from the Owens Valley, through canyons and deserts,
down to the modern metropolis. A feat of engineering and a product of political
maneuvering, it nurtured the region's growth while leaving conflict in its wake.

BY LOUIS SAHAGUN, PHOTOS BY BRIAN VAN DER BRUG

October 28, 2013
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DOCUMENT

FBI file on Christopher “Notorious B.I.G.” Wallace

Tweet

The FBI has released hundreds of pages of records from their investigation into the 1997 slaying of rapper Notorious B.1.G. The records, which contain FBI files
spanning eight years, come from a civil rights probe the bureau launched into the killing. The records were posted on the FBI's website and are heavily redacted.
Read more »

— Robert Faturechi (April 6, 2011)
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Description of Wallace's death

Wallace was killed by a 9mm gun with
"very rare Gecko 9mm ammunition™

The FBI's chronology of events

Possible sources of the rare
ammunition

Property recovered includes
“marijuana, three condoms and asthma
inhaler”

Original Document (PDF) »
Print Notes »

Contributed by: Ben Welsh, Los Angeles Times
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TIMELINE

The life and work of Steve Jobs W Tweet (158) Mlke| 2

Steven P. Jobs, the charismatic technology pioneer who co-founded Apple Inc. and transformed one

industry after another, from computers and smartphones to music and movies, died at age 56 after a 5 ; T

: : hotos: Steve Jobs, a hife 1n pictures

long battle against pancreatic cancer. i o e
Story: Steve Jobs dies; Apple’s co-

RELATED ITEMS

founder transformed computers
and culture

Document: Steve Jobs' FBI file

R B Key events Click or drag to advance

1977

The first Apple II computers go
on sale for $1,295 and become
an instant hit. The Apple II is
the first computer to display
color images and the first to
come with a keyboard, and in
1979 it becomes the first to of-
fer a “killer app” — Visicalc — a
spreadsheet program.

00




GitH“b Search or iype 3 command © Explore Features Enterprise Blog Sign in

ElRepositories & Members

Find a repository... Search All Sources Forks Mirrors

python-googlegeocoder Python 51 112
A simple Python wrapper for version three of Google's geocoder API
Last updated 2 days ago

]

The Los Angeles django-yamifield Python e s
Ti mes Data Desk A Djangoe database field for stonng YAML data
Last updated 3 days ago
datadesk
¥ Spring Street, Downtown Los osm-silent-la Python 4 Do
Angeiles, California, USA A template for a black base layer about Southern California
&2 http://datadesk latimes.com Last updated 5 days 3go

2 Joined on Jul 01, 2010

44 7 latimes-calculate Python W31 D4

Some simple math we use to do journalism

Last updated 5 days ago

public repos mambers

latimes-appengine-template Python W33 D3
Bootstrap a Google App Engine project with Django and other goodies

Last updated 14 days ago

django-project-template Ruby #7 D1
A custom template for initializing a new Django project the Data Desk way

Last updatad 14 days ago



YOU GET THE POINT

(Now back to the lecture at hand.)



MAPPING L.A.
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Crime L.A.

Search an L.A. County address
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Crime alerts
Recent significant increases in LA,
@ Violent
Adams-Normandie
Arleta

Arlington Heights
Chesterfield Square
Del Rey

Eagle Rock
Harvard Park

Lake Balboa
Mid-City
©® Property
Beverlywood

Lake View Terrace
Pico-Union
Vermont Square

Source: LAPD reports Oct. 16-Oct. 22, Explamer.
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CHECKIT OUT

http://maps.latimes.com/crime



MAPPING LA, > CRIME > REPORT

Robbery in Highland Park

'| Avenue 56 and Range View, Oct. 22, 2013, 9:30 a.m.

Yesomite Driys S

& < Poweped by LedSe! — Map data: (c) OpenStreetiap contrbutors, CC-8Y-5A

Sections: What happened? What can you do? What do others think?
Mdppmg L.A. is the Los Angeles Times’
What happened? resource for erime, neighborhoods, demographics

and schools in Los Angeles County.

¢ A robbery was reported at 9:30 a.m. on Oct. 22, 2013, at the intersection of Avenue 56

TR 3 About this project »
and Range View in Highland Park. prol

¢ The report was filed as number 131119162 in the Los Angeles Police Department’s 1127
reporting district, which is in the Northeast division.

¢ Robbery is defined as taking or attempting to take anything of value from the care,
custody or control of a person or persons by force or threat of force or violence and/or by
putting the victim in fear.

What can you do?

¢ Share a tip with authorities: Call the Los Angeles Police Department’s Northeast
division at 213-485-2563.

¢ Share an anonymous tip: Officials from Los Angeles law enforcement and the non-
profit Crime Stoppers organization promise anonymity for tipsters at
lacrimestoppers.org. You can send a tip via text by messaging "TIPLA" plus vour tip to
CRIMES (274637).




MAPPING L.A. > NORTHEAST L.A.

Highland Park

ALERT Property crime reports are up significantly. About »

: \‘-, ‘,/ /' “\\
/ PROFILE | CRIME | SCHOOLS \(‘OMME\'TS '-.\
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KEY @ @ VIOLENT CRIME @ PROPERTY CRIME

om JLRane L Asit T Rob jBurg B Thet B GTA

Homicide Rape Assault  Robbery Burglary Theft Grand theft auto Theft from vehicle
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Latest complete week oc.16-0c. 22

3

VIOLENT 1
CRIMES

PROPERTY
CRIMES

2.1

CRIMES
PER 10,000
PEOPLE

¢ In the seven days between Oct. 16 and Oct. 22, violent crime reports were about

average and property crime reports fell.

o Over the last three months, Highland Park averaged 2.7 violent crimes and 15.5

property crimes per week.

¢ This week's rate of 2.1 crimes per 10,000 people is higher than in nearby Lincoln
Heights and Montecito Heights and lower than Glassell Park, Eagle Rock,
Cypress Park and Mount Washington.

¢ A 2008 population estimate of 60,841 from the L.A. Department of City Planning is

used to calculate per-capita totals.

Location Crime Date and time
5000 block of Monte Vista Street Theft Oct. 22, 5:30 p.m.
200 block of South Avenue 57 Theft Oct. 22, 2 p.m.
Avenue 560 and Range View Robbery Oct. 22,9:30 a.m.
4800 block of Mendota Avenue Grand theft auto Oct. 21, 7 p.m.
6100 block of North Figueroa Street Burglary Oct. 21, 7 p.m.
-;';nn block of Leslic Way Theft from vehicle Oct. 20, 10:30 p.m.
900 block of North Avenue 49 Theft from vehicle Oct. 20, 2 p.m.
300 block of Vista Place Grand theft auto Oct. 18, 9 p.m.
Avenue 50 and Monte Vista Theft Oct. 18, 1:25 p.m.
4800 block of Marmion Way Robbery Oct. 17, 7:45 p-m.
100 block of South Avenue 58 Aggravated assault Oct. 17, 3 p.m.
1000 block of North Avenue 64 Grand theft auto Oct. 16, 10:30 p.m.
Avenue 50 and Baltimore Theft from vehicle Oct. 16, 8 p.m.

Previous week »
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Crime alerts for Sherman Oaks and nine other L A
neighborhoods
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Crime reports are up significantly for the latest
weekin 10 LA neighborhoods, according to an
analysis of LAPD data by the Los Angeles Times’
Crime L.A. database.

Seven neighborhoods reported a significant
increase in violent crime. Harbor Gateway (A) was
the most unusual, recording seven reports
compared with a weekly average of 1.9 over the

last three months.

Sherman Oaks (H) topped the list of three
neighborhoods with property crime alerts. It
recorded 45 property crimes compared with its
weekly average of 33.5 over the last three months.

Alerts are based on an analysis of erime reports
for April 11 to April 17, the most recent seven days 8 S
for which data are available. 500gI¢ H ‘ 9 i

(' W ’i‘nﬁnﬂ

— Ben Welsh, Thomas Suh Lauder

Violent erime up significantly Property crime up significantly
Neighborhood Average Reports Neighborhood Average Reports
@ Harbor Gateway 1.9 7 @ Ssherman Oaks 33.5 45

® ralms 15 5 @ Wilmington 21.4 35



Six-month summary

83 VIOLENT 3 8 PROPERTY 77 1 CPF“I: 'F‘gl R
CRIMES CRIMES b

« Six-month summaries are based on the latest six months where data are available from
all departments, March 25, 2013 to Sept. 22, 2013

o Over the Jast six months, the rate of 7.1 crimes per 10,000 people is higher than in
nearby Montecito Heights and Glassell Park and lower than Lincoln Heights,
Eagle Rock, Cypress Park and Mount Washington.

* A2008 population estimate of 60,841 from the L.\ Department of City Planning is used
to calculate per-capita totals,

Neighborhood Rank Cuuss Px 10,000 recres

Violent crimes: 102/209
Highland Park
Highest mie . Lowest fate
Property crimes: 161/209
ik
Highest rate Lowest rate

Crime types
Violent erimes (83) Properly crimes (386)
I Homicide 1 2%(1) B Burglary 155% (60)
B Poce 360 ) B TheR 20.9% (1Y)
B Agotavalod assaut 57 5% (4%) B Grand tweh suto 26.9% (9€)
B Roobery 37.3% (31) B Thet from vehicle 30 3% (147}
Monthly totals Acsees 7030 surs
» All erimes Violent crimes Property crimes
—500
6 72 79 82 89
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RANK NEIGHBORHOOD PER CAPITA TOTAL

1 Chesterfield Square 133.2 85
b e 00902000 4 000 o
8 HuwedPak 02 108

4 Vermont Knolls 06.4 208

5 Vermont Vista 02.0 229

6 Westmont 86.8 273

¥ Gramercy Park 85.0 95

8 Manchester Square 84.2 102

9 Vermont-Slauson 80.0 227

10 Green Meadows 78.5 240

11 Watts 73-4 301

12 Vermont Square 68.8 327

13 Leimert Park 66.6 82

14 West Compton 66.1 36
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Hey. You.
Build us a
crime site.

Q

Meredith Artley

latimes.com boss, circa 2008
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WHAT WE WANTED

e Consolidate across departments
o 15 PDs cover 88 cities in L.A. County
e Be more than a zillion points on a map
o By spotting short term trends
o Giving long-term context

o And grouping crimes into geographic areas
people can relate with. (Neighborhoods!)



You have a right to the

data.

CALIFORNIA PUBLIC RECORDS ACT

Government Code Sections 6250-6276.48
(January 2004)

THE LAW



You have a right to the

data.

But the police don’t m
have to automate a
feed for you.

R

THE LAW



That put us here.




These two departments

Cover 69% of population and
89% of territory



We’ll give a secured FTP
file to you, and only you,
becase you’re the
newspaper, you asked
nicely and you won’t go
away.

,,,,,
QLO0Q¢

Los Angeles (city)
Police Department



We’ll post a file on the
WWW, for anybody, because
then we can point anybody
who asks for this data at it.

T

Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department
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[LAPD’s public map omits
nearly 40% of 09 crimes

The database, touted
as tool for residents to
track neighborhood
safety, is managed by
an outside contractor.

BEN WELSH
AND DouGg SMITH

The Los Angeles Police De-
partment’s online crime map
intended for public use has
failed to include nearly 40% of
serious crimes reported in the
cityy, a Times analysis has
found.

The omissions, which date

back at least six months, in-
clude thousands of crimes
known to LAPD officials and
are included in their official
crime statistics.

Among the 19,000 incidents
between Jan. 1 and June 13 that
do not appear at
lapdcrimemaps.org:

m 26 homicides
m 137 rapes

m 10,766 personal, vehicle or
other nonviolent thefts

In one of those rapes, a man
hid in the back of a woman's
car, forced her to drive to an
abandoned North Hollywood
apartment and assaulted her.
It was the Kind of incident that
residents of the neighborhood

around Sherman Way and Kes-
ter Avenue would have wanted
to know about.

The March 26 attack was re-
ported on the LAPD’s blog but
has yet to show up on the pub-
lic map.

The lapses mean that the
map, touted by city leaders as
an important and innovative
resource for city residents to
determine whether their neigh-
borhoods are safe, presents a
drastically incomplete image of
city crime.

Some residents have tried
to bring the problem to the de-
partment’s attention, to no
avail. Jason Insalaco, a former
resident of Atwater Village who

[See Crime map, Page A9]
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ack here again.




Set up server to do the math.
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Per capita for broad context

e All violent crimes

e In each neighborhood

e Over the past 6 months

e Divided into neighborhood population
e Results in crime rate per 10,000 people

e Repeat with property crimes
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RANK NEIGHBORHOOD PER CAPITA TOTAL

1 Chesterfield Square 133.2 85
b e 00902000 4 000 o
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4 Vermont Knolls 06.4 208

5 Vermont Vista 02.0 229

6 Westmont 86.8 273

¥ Gramercy Park 85.0 95

8 Manchester Square 84.2 102

9 Vermont-Slauson 80.0 227

10 Green Meadows 78.5 240

11 Watts 73-4 301

12 Vermont Square 68.8 327

13 Leimert Park 66.6 82

14 West Compton 66.1 36
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Spikes for narrow context

All violent crimes
In each neighborhood
Over the past 7 days

Calculate deviation from that neighborhood’s
weekly average over last 3 months

Measure against our editorial standard for alert

Repeat with property crimes



MAPPING L.A. > NORTHEAST L.A.

Highland Park

ALERT Property crime reports are up significantly. About »

: \‘-, ‘,/ /' “\\
/ PROFILE | CRIME | SCHOOLS \(‘OMME\'TS '-.\

iy

KEY @ @ VIOLENT CRIME @ PROPERTY CRIME

om JLRane L Asit T Rob jBurg B Thet B GTA

Homicide Rape Assault  Robbery Burglary Theft Grand theft auto Theft from vehicle

4— DRAG THE‘ TIMELINE TO SEE MORE CRIMES —»

30 lﬁ‘: uﬂv‘wmf m'aL g




Latest complete week oc.16-0c. 22

3

VIOLENT 1
CRIMES

PROPERTY
CRIMES

2.1

CRIMES
PER 10,000
PEOPLE

¢ In the seven days between Oct. 16 and Oct. 22, violent crime reports were about

average and property crime reports fell.

o Over the last three months, Highland Park averaged 2.7 violent crimes and 15.5

property crimes per week.

¢ This week's rate of 2.1 crimes per 10,000 people is higher than in nearby Lincoln
Heights and Montecito Heights and lower than Glassell Park, Eagle Rock,
Cypress Park and Mount Washington.

¢ A 2008 population estimate of 60,841 from the L.A. Department of City Planning is

used to calculate per-capita totals.

Location Crime Date and time
5000 block of Monte Vista Street Theft Oct. 22, 5:30 p.m.
200 block of South Avenue 57 Theft Oct. 22, 2 p.m.
Avenue 560 and Range View Robbery Oct. 22,9:30 a.m.
4800 block of Mendota Avenue Grand theft auto Oct. 21, 7 p.m.
6100 block of North Figueroa Street Burglary Oct. 21, 7 p.m.
-;';nn block of Leslic Way Theft from vehicle Oct. 20, 10:30 p.m.
900 block of North Avenue 49 Theft from vehicle Oct. 20, 2 p.m.
300 block of Vista Place Grand theft auto Oct. 18, 9 p.m.
Avenue 50 and Monte Vista Theft Oct. 18, 1:25 p.m.
4800 block of Marmion Way Robbery Oct. 17, 7:45 p-m.
100 block of South Avenue 58 Aggravated assault Oct. 17, 3 p.m.
1000 block of North Avenue 64 Grand theft auto Oct. 16, 10:30 p.m.
Avenue 50 and Baltimore Theft from vehicle Oct. 16, 8 p.m.

Previous week »
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neighborhoods
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Crime reports are up significantly for the latest
weekin 10 LA neighborhoods, according to an
analysis of LAPD data by the Los Angeles Times’
Crime L.A. database.

Seven neighborhoods reported a significant
increase in violent crime. Harbor Gateway (A) was
the most unusual, recording seven reports
compared with a weekly average of 1.9 over the

last three months.

Sherman Oaks (H) topped the list of three
neighborhoods with property crime alerts. It
recorded 45 property crimes compared with its
weekly average of 33.5 over the last three months.

Alerts are based on an analysis of erime reports
for April 11 to April 17, the most recent seven days 8 S
for which data are available. 500gI¢ H ‘ 9 i

(' W ’i‘nﬁnﬂ

— Ben Welsh, Thomas Suh Lauder

Violent erime up significantly Property crime up significantly
Neighborhood Average Reports Neighborhood Average Reports
@ Harbor Gateway 1.9 7 @ Ssherman Oaks 33.5 45

® ralms 15 5 @ Wilmington 21.4 35
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COLUMN ONE

Mom and
Dad don’t

live here
anymore

China’s tradition of
tightknit families is
unraveling as parents
g0 1o cities in search
of work, leaving their

children behind.

Meoax K. Stack
REFORTING FROM
LIZHUANG, CHINA

hisisavillage of
emply rooms,
children left behind
and frail grand-
parents who struggle to
hold it all together. Most of
the able-bodied adults have
left the hamlet of rutted,
muddy roads and drought-
withered fields of corn.
House after house, the

same family tale is repeated:

The parents have migrated

T8PAGES o 2010 WsT THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2010

Los Angeles city border

Rowlrd
Heights
Per capita
violent crime
rates for six
months ending
in August:
=l High
Middle
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Crime in your neighborhood
Crime L.A. — An interactive database at latimes.com/crimela

Readers can compare viclent and property crime rates across more than 200 cities and
neighborhoods patrolled by the LAPD or the LA, County Sheriff's Department. Crime
L.A provides alerts to unusual increases in crime, detailed analysis and trends, and a
timeline that allows readers to Jearn about serious crimes in their neighborhoods dating
back to January 2009

Neighborhood snapshots
- Viclent wmFroperty

aeles Cimes

latimes.com

Bell pension
plans bigger
than thought

Supplemental benefits
using taxpayer funds
would go to dozens.
Rizzo's annual payout
would be $I million.

JEFF GOTTLIEB

Then-City Administrator
Robert Rizzo designed a
supplemental pension plan
for himself and 40 other Bell
city officials that will provide
them far larger taxpayer-fi-
nanced retirement packag-
es than previously esti-
mated, according to inter-
views and documents re-
viewed by The Times.

The supplemental plan
was paid for entirely by Bell
tax funds. It allowed Rizzo,
who was charged last week
with public corruption, and
other city employees and all
City Councilmemberstocir-

timates, rather than the
more than $600,000 previ-
ously estimated. Former As-
sistant City Administrator
Angela Spaccia could re-
ceive more than 8375000 a
year, compared to the previ-
ousestimate 0f$250,000

Rizzo earned nearly
8$800,000 a year and Spaccia
about $37%,000, making
them among the highest
paid city officials in the
state, But the supplemental
pension plan also included
rank-and-file workers who
made more modest salaries

Anemployee whoworked
in Bell for25 years could re-
tire at age 55 and continue
receiving more than 90% of
his or her final pay. By con-
trast, most employees who
work for thecity of Los Ange-
les for 25 years would have to
wait until they were 60 for
full retirement and then
would get a pension of just
maore than half of their high-
est year’s pay,
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Crime reports are up significantly for the latest
weekin 10 LA neighborhoods, according to an
analysis of LAPD data by the Los Angeles Times’
Crime L.A. database.

Seven neighborhoods reported a significant
increase in violent crime. Harbor Gateway (A) was
the most unusual, recording seven reports
compared with a weekly average of 1.9 over the

last three months.

Sherman Oaks (H) topped the list of three
neighborhoods with property crime alerts. It
recorded 45 property crimes compared with its
weekly average of 33.5 over the last three months.

Alerts are based on an analysis of erime reports
for April 11 to April 17, the most recent seven days 8 S
for which data are available. 500gI¢ H ‘ 9 i
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— Ben Welsh, Thomas Suh Lauder

Violent erime up significantly Property crime up significantly
Neighborhood Average Reports Neighborhood Average Reports
@ Harbor Gateway 1.9 7 @ Ssherman Oaks 33.5 45

® ralms 15 5 @ Wilmington 21.4 35



Hollywood struggles
to escape the past

Fatal stabbing prompts calls for more patrols

By MARISA GERBER,
ANDREW BLANKSTEIN
AND BEN WELSH

The corner of Hollywood
Boulevard and Highland Av-
enue offers a picture post-
card view of the new, revital-
ized Tinseltown.

Theboulevardisjammed
with tourists, the streets
lined with tour buses. Street
performers dressed in color-
ful costumes entertain and
panhandle on the sidewalk
in front of chain stores such
as Forever 21, Sephora, the
Hard Rock Cafe and Ex-
press. Comedian Jimmy
Kimmel films his late-night
show acrossthe street.

Butthisweek, Hollywood
got a stark reminder that for
all the upscale development
and trendy venues, the dis-
trict hasn't fully shaken off
its darker past. On Tuesday,
in front of the American
Eagle clothing store, a 23-
year-old woman collapsed
after being fatally stabbed.
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Source: ESRL TeleAtas
Los Angeles Times

Police arrested a transient
who had allegedly de-
manded $1 from her after
she took hisphoto.

The death of Christine
Calderon left the Hollywood
tourist district stunned and
on Friday prompted Los An-
geles Police Chief Charlie
Beck and Mayor-elect Eric
Garcetti to call for increased
patrols, including by horse-
mounted units.

We “don’'t want to lose
any oftheground that'sbeen

gained in Hollywood," Beck
said. “What we don't want is
forthis tragedy to go unrec-
ognized."

Hollywood's transforma-
tion over the last decade or
s0 has been dramatic. The
once-glamorous district had
beenin steep declinefor dec-
ades, bottoming out in the
1990s when crime reached
new highs and many of the
oldtheatersthat once domi-
nated the boulevard closed
down.

The Hollywood & High-
land complex where Calde-
ron was found fatally
wounded — an imposing
shopping center that in-
cludesthe theater where the
Oscars take place each year
— was the first of several
mega-developments that
transformed the area. The
most recent is the luxury W
Hotel development at the
iconic corner of Hollywood
and Vine,

These days, tourists
dominateduring theday. Af-

[See Hollywood, A10]



THAT’S NICE,
AMERICANO.

But we can'’t get data.



We turn databases into news.

(You remember this bit.)



We turn news into databases.

(Try reversing it.)



The Homicide Report

THE TIMES CHRONICLES L.A. COUNTY HOMICIDE VICTIMS

Showing 500 homicides from Jan. 1, 2013 to Oct. 27, 2013
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Homicides are grouped based on number of homicides in an area. Cllck a group to zoom there.

Current view:‘ 2013 x

Name Age Date _
William Alfred Harvey I11 57 10/27/13 i
Brian Adams 27 10/26/13
Efrain Gainza Jr. 40 10/25/13

Chervl Dejarnette
Juan J. Estrada

Rene Balbuena

Victor L. Valentine Sr.
Evie Maldonado
Diane Amaya

Ricardo Venegas

Joe Anthony Ordaz
Kellye Lynnette Taylor

Steven Michael Salas

53 10/22/13
24 10/22/13
41 10/19/13
42 10/17/13
32 10/15/13
38 10/15/13
42 10/13/13
24 10/12/13
53 10/11/13

19 10/10/13' 7

View the complete list »



CHECKIT OUT

http://projects.latimes.com/homicide



Michael Jackson, 50

Died June 25, 2009

Michael Jackson, a 50-year-old black man, died
Thursday, June 25, after he was given a surgical
anesthetic, in combination with other
medication, at his rented home in the 100 block
of N. Carolwood in Holmby Hills, according to
authorities.

Two months after Jackson died, Los Angeles County coroner's
officials released their determination that his death was a
homicide.

The following is an excerpt from Times' reporters Richard
Winton and Harriet Ryan's Aug. 29, 2009 story on that
decision:
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100 block of N. Carolwood

Neighborhood: Beverly Crest
Age: 50

Gender: Male

Cause: Other

Day of the week: Thursday
Agency: LAPD West LA,
Race/Ethnicity: Black

Crime scene: Residence



Rene Balbuena, 41

Died Oct. 19, 2013 at 8:17 p.m.

Rene Balbuena, a 41-vear-old Latino, was

shot and killed Oct. 19 near the 9100 block

of South Gramercy Place in Gramercy Park,

'| according to Los Angeles County coroner’s
| records.

About 7:40 p.m., Balbuena and his 15-
vear-old son drove to the area in response to a Craigslist ad
for a cell phone, according to a news release from the Los
Angeles police.

When the father and son arrived at the location, two people
approached the vehicle and demanded money.
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0100 block of South Gramercy
Place
Neighborhood: Gramercy Park
Age: 11

Gender: Male

Cause: Gunshot

Day of the week: Saturday
Race/Ethnicity: Latino
Crime scene: Public place



Jana Collins, 26
Died May 5, 2010 at 9:31 a.m.

Jana Collins, a 26-year-old black woman, died
Wednesday, May 5, in the 1900 block of
South Corning Street in Mid-City, according

| to Los Angeles County coroner's records.

Collins, who was 18 weeks pregnant at the
time, was sitting in a parked car Wednesday
morning when a gunman opened fire on a group of people. She
was hit once in the head.

Friends jumped in the car and drove her to a nearby hospital,
where she was pronounced dead about 9:30 a.m., police said.
Collins' unborn baby, later identified as Desire Green, was
delivered by emergency C-section. Desire died shortly after
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1900 block of S. Corning Street

Neighborhood: Mid-City
Age: 26
Gender: Female

Cause: Gunshot

Day of the week: Wednesday
Agency: LAPD West LA
Race/Ethnicity: Black
Crime scene: Parked vehicle

™



Desire Green, fetus
Died May 5, 2010 at 9:37 a.m.

Desire Green, a black female fetus, died Wednesday, May 5, in
the 1900 block of South Corning Street in Mid-City after her
mother was shot in the head, according to the Los Angeles
County coroner's office.

Jana Collins, who was 18 weeks pregnant at the time, was
sitting in a parked car Wednesday morning when a gunman
opened fire on a group of people. She was hit once.

Friends jumped in the car and drove her to a nearby hospital,
where she was pronounced dead about 9:30 a.m., police said.
Collins' unborn baby, later identified as Desire Green, was
delivered by emergency C-section and died a short time after
delivery, according to coroner's records.
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1900 block of S. Corning Street

Neighborhood: Mid-City
Age: O

Gender: Female

Day of the week: Wednesday
Agency: LAPD West LA,
Crime scene: Parked vehicle

Related homiaides:
e Jana Collins
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Select homicide to change

1985
1997
2008

1986
1998
2009

Death date « Incident address

Q [l | Search!

1980 1983 1984

1994 1985 1996

2005 2006 ?007

Action | ——— V] 93__

|| Name

] William Alfred Harvey III Oct. 27, 2013
|| Brian Adams Oct, 26, 2013
] Efrain Gainza Jr. Oct. 25, 2013
] Charfes Patrick Cooper Oct. 23, 2013
|] Covan Brady Jr. Oa. 23, 2013
1) Juan ). Estrada Oct, 22, 2013
] Cheryl Dejarnette Oc. 22, 2013
[J Renec Balbuena Oat. 19, 2013
|| Victor L. Valentine Sr. Oct. 17, 2013
|| Samuel Tapia Zapata Oct, 15, 2013
| Evie Maldonado Oct. 15, 2013
[ Diane Amaya Oct. 15, 2013
|| Ricardo Venegas Oct. 13, 2013
|| Joe Anthony Ordaz Ocz, 12, 2013
[ Kellye Lynnette Taylor Oct, 11, 2013
[[J Steven Michael Salas Oct. 10, 2013
[ | Taji Nafis Tavie Oct. 9, 2013
|| Devin Dupree Glapion Oz, 9, 2013
[[] Nery Eduardo Chigua Ch oOct, 8, 2013
[} Crystallyn May Nguyen O«ct. 8, 2013
|| Dora Lee Dawson Oct. 8, 2013

16409 Woodruff Ave.

159th Strect & Praine Avenue

8517 Fontana St.

1318 San Bernardino Ave.

Holt Avenue & Patoma Drive

2535 E. 10th St

87%h Street & Broadway

9100 block of Scuth Gramercy Place
635E. 121st St.

9935 Marshall St.

9935 Marshall St.

6081 Main St.

1035 W, 92nd St.

1435 Onzaba Avenue

Fiat Street & Caroldale Avenue
1513 1/2 W. 107th St.

2814 W, 108zh St.

82nd & South Hoover streets
11702 S. Crenshaw Blvd.
11702 S. Crenshaw Blvd.

1987
1999
2010

Welcome, Ben. Change password [ Log out

1988 1989 1990 1992 1993 | 3 iz
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Blunt foree
2011 2012 10_13 Gunshot
Other
2 Staboing
Jurisdiction Has Image Has Point Coroners case number Strangled
LASD Homicide -} @ 2013-07436 Unspecified
LASD Homicide =) o 201307423 | :: circumstance
Downey PO -] ] 201307411 Domestic viclence
Pomona PD ° © 2013-07347 ?,’;f""
Pomana PD -] ] 2013-07348 Officer-invoived
Party
Long Beach PD -] 1] 201307324 Robbery
LAPD Cnminal Gang Homicide @ o 201307329 Serlal killes
Unspecified
(None) © o 2013-07290 Walk-up
LASD Homicide =) o 2013-07223 Workplace
(None) ] ) 2013-07169 : :’7 gender
LASD Homicide -] o 201307188 Female
Male
LASD Homicide -] o 2013-07189 UrspediSied
LASD Homicide ° o 2013-07147 o omce
LASD Homicide (-] o 201307112 LAl
Asi
Long Beach PD ° o 201307105 Sk
LASD Homicide -] o 2013-07088 !(.)u::u
ther
LASD Homicida ) o 2013-07050 Unspecified
Inglewood PD -} ] 2013-07049 White
LAPD Criminal Gang Homicide @ o 201307022 | :“l' mullog
Inglewood PD (/] (] 2013-07020 Homicide
Inglewood PD © ° 2013-07021 sl heoes

Deferred



Showing 68 homicides in Downtown since Jan. 1, 2007

Population: 27,849.1 (2000 Census)
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Mouse over a marker to see the victim's details.

Click for more.
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L.A. homicide rate falls

Both the rate and number of homicides in the city of Los Angeles are at thelr lowest level since the 1960s. Here's a ook at how homicides this year
compare with 1962, when LA, reported more killings than any other city in the nation. Additional data are avadlable at latimes comicrime,
1992
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Annual number of homicides in Los Angeles: 1939-2010
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KILLING
IN LA.
DROPS
T0 1967
LEVELS

Despite the faltenng
economy, homicides
decline to one of the
lowest rates among
major U.S. cites.

Jorr RumN
AND ROMERT FATURRCHI

For the first Ume inmore
than our decades, Los An-
geles is on track to end the
year with fewer than 300 kill -
ings. n milestone in a steady
decline of homicides that
has changed the quality of
lif%e in many neighborhoods
and defied predictions that
4 bad economy would inexo-
rably lead tohigher erime.

As of mid-afternocon on
Sunday, the Los Angeles Fo-
lice Department had tallied
20t homicides in 200. The
city is likely to record the
fewest number of killings
since 1967, when its popula-
tion was alimost 30% smaller.

Strikingly. homicides in
the clty have dropped by
avout one-third since 2007,
the last full year before the
ecoromic  downturn,  ao-
cording to a Times analysis
of coroner recards.
Throughout the rest of Los
AngelesCounty, whichis pa-
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DRUG WAR RELATED DEATHS FROM
JAN. 1, 2007 - JU[\ED 2009

Source: University f_ r-q Tr rder Institute analysis
of data from Aacencia | Orn 1’} pﬂ!:'C' Q'C‘Jj:k
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