Human-assisted reporting

How to create robot reporters in your own image

Art by Mark S. Fisher



http://www.marksfisher.com/

All URLs available at

http://lat.ms/robotreporters
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/thomashawk/109892477/







Home Prices > Pinellas County >

St. Pete Beach

20 most recent sales Subscribe to St. Pete Beach gj

2004 sales 2005 sales 2006 sales 2007 sales 2008 sales 20 mostrecentsales

Here's when it hit me

/

Prices down, sales up in St. Pete Beach

The median sale price of a single family house in St. Pete Beach was down by $37,000 or 8.6 percent
from the second half 2007 to the first half 2008, according to a Tampabay.com analysis of sales
records. The median sale value in first half 2008 was $393,000, compared with $430,000 in second
half 2007. Sales were up by 13 sales or 44.8 percent from the first half 2008 to the second half 2007.
In the first half 2008, 42 houses sold, compared with 29 in second half 2007.

Most recent sales in St. Pete Beach
Address Date of sale Sale price

Check neighborhood trends
Pinellas

Choose a ZIP code:

| Choose ZIP code : |
Or choose a Pinellas neighborhood

i

| Choose neighborhood

Planning a visit?
& Food & drink & Shopping
& Events & attractions & Weather

Beach Guide

Sunsets. Sand. Surf.

We offer the latest beach news,
events and restaurant reviews.
Check out our beach section before
you make your next trip.

& Our beach guide
& Dockside restaurants
a View, share photos



Prices down, sales up in St. Pete Beach

The median sale price of a single family house in St. Pete Beach was down by $37,000 or 8.6 percent
from the second half 2007 to the first half 2008, according to a Tampabay.com analysis of sales
records. The median sale value in first half 2008 was $393,000, compared with $430,000 in second
half 2007. Sales were up by 13 sales or 44.8 percent from the first half 2008 to the second half 2007.
In the first half 2008, 42 houses sold, compared with 29 in second half 2007.
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That's news!!!




Teach me how to Dougie!
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E-blotter 2/16/12
MIU LEE

Sent: Friday, February 17, 2012 2:31 AM
To:

Cc:
Attachments: _] arrest data (343 KB)

NICE DAY!!

Miu Lee

AM Watch Commander

Records & Identification Division
(213) 486-8310

Find a simple, repetitive and moving data stream




0 X | B

f

t_J

Do standard pull and parse, but put it on loop.




- What has happened lately?

- What is trending in short term?
- What is typical over long term?
- What are the outliers?

- How do entities compare?

- Have newsmakers been active?
- What matches other data sets?

- Answer me! I'm a newspaperman!

Train it to answer the questions you would ask



.-#.Get- the -highest bails-in- the new- data

--bail_ranker-=-sorted(arrests, -key=operator.itemgetter(1))
.-bail_ranker.reverse()

-+ -top_bails-=-bail_ranker[:25]
.. -template_context.update({'top _bails':-top _bails})

This doesn't have to be complicated



The dalabase has added 302 new arres! records for 2012-02-17
5 watchlist hits

1 for 'Nurse'

| Name Ball Charges

' Angel Jasus Jurado $15,000 || Drunk Driving Alcohol/Drugs

2 for 'Musician'

I Name ’ Ball ‘ Charges
l Seth Brooks Binzer I $10,000 || Possession Narcotic Controlled Substanc
' | wrdc astillon Ram $25,000 ‘ Drunk Driving Alcohol/Drugs

l Name Bail ‘ Charges

! Travis David Senkiewicz || $15,000 || Drunk Driving Alcohol/Drugs

1 for "Minister’

' Name ’ Ball I Charges

$20,000 l Alter Registration/License Plates/Etc

| Adoifo Sanchez Zubia

2 for 'Actor’

l Name ’ Ball Charges

I Stenhan Patrick Rowman || 85 000 || Daunk Nriving Alenhal/Dnins

Train the system to send

You can review the latesl bookings online a

you alerts



LATEST BOOKINGS ARCHIV S

RCH CHARGES WATCHLIST

Booking Date First + Middie < Last + D.OB. < Ball Occupation + Charges

2012.02-19 23:56.:00 Julio Orozco 1971.12.09 $50.000 None Criminal Threats
‘0120219238300 s Desiouriers 9124143 $50000 | Nove Corporal injury On Spouse/CohabitantEt
2012.02-19 23:47.00 Nejwnao Calderon 1973.04.14 $30.000 Construeton DrunkDriving AlcoholDrugs
| 201 2—02-19 21;}:4 7:00 Jason Arnell Thomas 1983-09-02 $16.688 Unemployed Drive Willc Suspena/Rev 4 Reckiess Driv

Promise

0120219234300 shannon omt Eowarss 19800216 $30000 | Pt Drunk Driving AlcoholDrugs
2012-02-19 23.39.00 John Ruby ........ Lcwe ...... 1961-04.08 o Transport/SelliEe Conllolled.;'l.;;s"ks.r.l:';m
201‘.2‘-0‘2-1 §.é3:3é:00 Jose Sagasbtzado 1985-12-08 $100,000 Laborer Dul Alcohol/Drugs WiAnjury
2012-02-1923:37:00 RGeS Bolano;" 1977-03-09 $2,500 Car Salesman Drive W/lic Susp:ndJRevoke"; Other Re-;
2012021923280  Mama semany soranck o731 1928 None Possession Narcotic Controlled Substanc
2012029232700 Maia Gema pguiera foseti1s so00 Uncmployed  Prostituion Wih Prior Knowledge OFAI
201202‘9232600 T Gonzalez .............. .‘;84-‘0.2.; ............... 550000 ................... Ga rmem COmmal o Spouselconab”anua
'2'012-02-19 23:2'3 00 Crisofero Ruiz ' Palma 1987-09-27 $25.000 N'onc Take Vehicle W/O Owner's Consent

201 2-02.-'; 923:22.00 catns Kennedy ) 1973-02-21 $10.000 L.sborel Prostitution With Prior KnowledgeOle .....
'20‘2-02-19 2331‘ 7:00 : Maria Steftany Barancik 1973-11-11 $11.926 None Possession Narcotic Controlled Substanc
2012-02.-.;9 23:12:00 Bdvado Hcrnn"dcz 1986-12-13 $60.000 Secunty Unlicensed Driver And DrunanvmgA.'cn
2012021923040 Regina Gaham 1wes0222 ss2000 o w Lofterintenterosttuton. LofierintentPros

Loiter IntenLProstilution
20'2;02~19 23:03:00 Phillip Lamont Coward 1975-03-13 $0 Marketer Fuglitve From Justice Warrantiess Arres, F

Fta/Traflic Warrant

2012-02-19 23:02:00 Jenne Elizabeth Salinas $10.000 None Prostitution With Prior Knowledge Of A
2012-02-1922:58.00 Pemande: Mnundd 1975-01.02 $30.000 Re>lu.uanl Owne Drive W/lic Suspend/Revoke 4 Drugs/Ale
201‘2‘-02-15 22:5}:00 Omar Torres 1981-10-02 $35.000 Unemp Grand Thetft Auto/Horse/Etc
20120218 22.46.00 Carlos Robles Barienlos 1675.12-30 $25.000 Constructon Drunk Driving Alcohol/Drugs
2012 02'9 224 ' 00 ...................... Giovan m ................... Rwer AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA Guue"ez ................................. '99208 04 ........................................................................................ Trespaasmg Lancsu ncercumvanon .......
20120218 22:3000 ovando ke cox 1989.08-30 Posse led Substance
."2-012-02-19."22;18:00 ----- ‘.l977~01~10 Possassion Co-;i.trofled Substance And D

2012-02-19 22:15:00

SuspendRevoke 4 Other Reas

2012-02-19 21:54:00 Dagoberto Medina 19689-02-23 $63.012 Unlicensed Driver, Unlicensed Driver, Unl
Unlicensed Driver And Fta/Traffic Warrant
2012-02-1921.44.00 Jobena Cherry 1969-04.28 $130,000 Lab Drunk Driving Alcohol/Drugs And Cruel Tc



. .def.get_median_html(self, near_comparison='region’'):

oooooooo

........ Return- the-median-html-snippet.

--------

-------- value-=-intcomma(floatformat(self.median,-0))

........ assertion.-=-u"<strong>S$%s</strong>-median- household- income. (2008-dollars)"-%-value

........

........ Comparison.:.u
........ <a-href="%(near_ranking_url)s'><strong>%(near_adjective)s</strong></a>-for.
-------- <a-href="%(near_object_url)s'><strong>%(near_object_headline)s</strong>
........ </a>-%(conjunction)s-<a-href="%(overall_ranking_url)s'>

........ <strong>%(overall_adjective)s</strong></a>-for-the.county

-------- stratum2adjective-=-{
............ U'high';.u'high',
------------ u'middle’:.u'about-average’,
............ u'low':-u'low’,

-------- rikurn-self._get_context_html(

............ 'median’,

............ 'mapping-la-v4-neighborhood-income-median-ranking’,
............ assertion,

............ comparison,

............ stratum2adjective,

------------ near_comparison:near_conparison

Train it to write a nut graf...



Income

¢ $108,199 median household
income (2008 dollars), high for 2,802
the city of Los Angeles and
high for the county

¢ In Los Angeles County, Tujunga 1,951
Canyons, Ramona and West
Los Angeles have the most similar
household incomes. 1,193

982 926

¢ The percentage of households
earning $125,000 and up is high
for the county.

20 or less 20-40 40-60 60-125 125 and up
Household income in thousands of 2000 dollars

...which comes out like this.



WHAT DO 1 GET OUT OF IT?



L.A.NOW

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA — THIS JUST IN

« Previous Post | LA NOW Home | NextPost» """ """
"Puck’ from MTV's 'Real World' arrested in domestic
violence case

June 29, 2011 | 6:58 am
M| AL A~ ¥8 Comments | 12 +1 | 0 ¥ Tweet | 84 EiRecommend 240

David Edward "Puck” Rainey, who gained notoricty as a cast member on one of the early incarnations
of MTV's "The Real World," has been arrested and charged in a domestic violence case, authorities

said Wednesday.

Rainey, 42 was arrested by Los Angeles police June 19 at a residence in Mission Hills in the 10000

BREAKING NEWS

Rainey gained fame as an ornery bike messenger who appeared on the third season "The Real World"
in San Francisco, which aired on MTV in 1994 and follows seven strangers who are picked to live



L.A. NOW

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA — THIS JUST IN

Comp]ex portrait emerges of new suspects in Bryan
Stow beatmg [Updated]

July 22, 2011 | 12:22 pm
B Ar A~ P8 Comments < 23 +1 | 1 ¥ Twoet - 67 K Recommend < 153

Dueling portraits emerged Friday of the two men arrested in connection with the brutal beating of a
baseball fan at Dodger stadium as court records reveal criminal pasts and neighbors described the men
as friendly, bascball-loving fathers.

The men are Louie Sanchez, 29, and Marvin Norwood, 30, who were taken into custody Thursday

A WAY AROUND P1Os
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She was taLen into mslod\ at the same Rlallo home that Loule Sanchez gave authox ities as Ius
residence.



L.A. NOW

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA - THIS JUST IN

« Previous Post | L.A. NOW Home | NextPost» ‘ o

Occupy L.A.: A portrait of the arrested protesters
December 2, 2011 | 8:44 am
B AL alv P Comments 5 51 /1 ¥ Twoet 57 K Recommend - 40

The nearly 300 protesters arrested as part of the Occupy L A. eviction from City Hall skewed young,
white and male, but included a wide spectrum of races and ages, an analysis of Los Angeles Police
Department records showed.

The arrestees mastlv came fram the Tns Angeles area.

INSTANT ANALYSIS

CYTE) GO DNV YA, Wk, SR ALIEaLG, AV 3.
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Protesters arrested at Occupy L.A. Sk (sst | Tt 21

Records released today provide new insight into the makeup of the Occupy L.A. protest. Ac-
cording to LAPD’s arrest records, the occupiers tend to be young, white, male and local. But
those arrested also include people of all ages and races/ethnicities — and from all across the
country. The protest filled the park outside Los Angeles City Hall until a mass arrest early

Wednesday morning booked more than 280 protesters. Story: Occupy L.A.: A portrait of the
arrested protesters

RELATED ITEMS

Story: More than 200 Occupy L.A.
protesters remain in jail

Search: | Published: Dec. 1, 2011 Download: CSV | X1S | JSON
Name = Occupation = Gender = Race-Ethnicity + Age = Hometown + State &
Abadie, Edward M Other 23 Los Angeles CA
Adams, Christian M White 19 Los Angeles CA
Aguilar, Jesus M Hispanic 21 El Monte CA
Aichele, Cheryl Renee Community Liaison F White 33 Los Angeles CA
Alexander, Chase M White 25 Los Angeles CA
Alexander, Jonathan Bennett M Black 43 Los Angeles CA
Alfonso, Patricia Office Manager k White 36 North Hollywood CA
Alfonzo, Astrid Marina Student F Hispanic 22 Los Angeles CA
Ali, Alifah F Black 35 Los Angeles CA
Allen, Adrian M White 27 Seattle WA
Allen, Brian Actor M White 33 Los Angeles CA
Allen, Colton M White 25 Los Angeles CA
Anderson, Trisha F Other 20 Downey CA
Angbulari, Richard M White 46 Los Angeles CA
Archuleta, Steven Juan Unemployed M Hispanic 20 San Pedro CA
Aroyev, Boris Taxi Driver M White 35 Los Angeles CA
Balin, Mellisa

-n

Other 36 Los Angeles CA




Travis Solorio, 26
Died Feb. 5, 2012

Travis Solorio, a 26-year-old Latino, was shot and killed
Sunday, Feb. 5, in the 9300 block of Tamarack Avenue in Sun
Valley, according to Los Angeles County coroner's records.

Solorio, who lived in Sun Valley, got into a dispute with a
neighbor Sunday night, the Los Angeles Police Department
said.

Other people showed up during the dispute, police said, and
one of them drew a gun and shot Solorio. He was pronounced
dead a short while later at a local hospital.

Detectives had not established a motive for the killing, the
LAPD said.

At least 21 homicides have been reported within two miles of
Sun Valley since January 2007, according to a Times Homicide
Report database.

Anyone with information in Solorio's slaying is asked to call
Det. J. Martinez or Det. H. Gahry at (818) 834-3115.

&
Cielefeale
ST Grangggy data ©2012 Google

9306 Tamarack Ave.

Neighborhood: Sun Valley
Age: 26

Gender: Male

Cause: Gunshot

Day of the week: Sunday
Agency: LAPD Foothill
Race/Ethnicity: Latino
Circumstance: Fight

(5)
¥ (2

AUTOMATED COPY



L.A. NOW

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA - THIS JUST IN
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Crime alerts for Sherman Oaks and nine other L A
neighborhoods

April 20, 2012 | 7:06 am
AN A | §® Commenis © 0 | g+ o |3 Tweot 9 | EiRecommend

Crime reports are up significantly for the latest
weekin 10 LA neighborhoods, according to an
analysis of LAPD data by the Los Angeles Times’
Crime L.A. database.

Seven neighborhoods reported a significant
increase in violent crime. Harbor Gateway (A) was
the most unusual, recording seven reports
compared with a weekly average of 1.9 over the

last three months.

Sherman Oaks (H) topped the list of three
neighborhoods with property crime alerts. It
recorded 45 property crimes compared with its
weekly average of 33.5 over the last three months.

Alerts are based on an analysis of erime reports
for April 11 to April 17, the most recent seven days 8 S
for which data are available. 500gI¢ H ‘ 9 i

(' W ’i‘nﬁnﬂ

— Ben Welsh, Thomas Suh Lauder

Violent erime up significantly Property crime up significantly
Neighborhood Average Reports Neighborhood Average Reports
@ Harbor Gateway 1.9 7 @ Ssherman Oaks 33.5 45

® ralms 15 5 @ Wilmington 21.4 35



Latest complete week s 9-Fs. 15

VIOLENT 1 6 PROPERTY 1 1 2 ggxgso -
CRIMES CRIMES B o

¢ In the seven days between Feb. 9 and Feb. 15, violent crime reports rose and property
crime reports jumped significantly.

¢ Over the last three months, Hollywood Hills West averaged 0.4 violent crimes and 8.0
property crimes per week.

¢ This week's rate of 11.2 crimes per 10,000 people is higher than in nearby Studio City,
Hollywood, Beverly Crest, Hollywood Hills and Beverly Grove.

¢ A 2008 population estimate of 16,003 from the L.A. Department of City Planning is
used to calculate per-capita totals.

B Alerts | Reports

Location Crime Date and time
2000 block of Hercules Drive Theft from vehicle Feb. 15, 10 p.m.
8500 block of Wonderland Avenue Theft from vehicle Feb. 15, 6 p.m.

7700 block of Hollywood Boulevard Theft from vehicle Feb. 14, 8 p.m.




L.A. NOW

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA - THIS JUST IN

« Previous Post | LA, NOW Home | Next Post »

Earthquake: 5.5 quake strikes near Eureka, Calif.

February 13, 2012 | 1:29 pm
B AL Al | 8 Comments | 4_2 | o | [bm«] 46| K Recommend |81
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A shallow magnitude 5.5 earthquake was reported Monday afternoon six miles from Weitchpec,
Calif., according to the U.S. Geological Survey. The temblor occurred at 1:07 p.m. Pacific time at a
depth of 19.9 miles.

According to the USGS, the epicenter was 17 miles from Westhaven-Moonstone, 18 miles from
Trinidad, 31 miles from Eureka and 218 miles from Sacramento.

In the last 10 days, there has been one earthquake magnitude 3.0 or greater centered nearby.

There were no immediate reports of injury or damage in the area, which is known for frequent
seismic activity.

Read more about California earthquakes on L.A. Now.

— Ken Schwencke

Image: Location of the epicenter. Credit: Google Maps



OPPORTUNITIES

- Election results - SEC filings

- Home sales - Environmental data

- Money in politics - Crime reports, arrests, etc.
- Legislatures - Gov't inspections

- Court filings - Gas prices

- 990 forms - Gov't contracting

- Sports results - Stock tickers



PEOPLE DOING THIS

Narrative
Science’

/ Los Angeles Times

BlockShopper

|
Real Intelligence a AUTOMATED

INSIGHTS




INVESTING 2/16/2012

Forbes Earnings Preview: Dell

Analysts foresee Dell (DELL) announcing decreased profits on Tuesday,
February 21, 2012, when it reports its fourth quarter earnings. Despite this,
they are generally optimistic about the stock.

What to Expect:

Analysts are expecting Dell to come in with earnings of 51 cents per share,
3.8% less than a year ago when it reported earnings of 53 cents per share.

Analysts are projecting earnings of $2.13 per share for the fiscal year.

Revenue is expected to be $15.93 billion for the quarter, 1.5% higher than the
year-earlier total of $15.69 billion. For the year, revenue is expected to come in
at $62.03 billion.

Trends to Watch For:

The company’s profit has been growing for the past three quarters. The 8.6%
year-over-year growth in net income in the most recent quarter came after the
63.3% profit growth in the second quarter and the more than twofold rise in
the first quarter.

Revenue dropped year-over-year in the third quarter, breaking the three-
quarter streak of revenue growth. Revenue fell 0.2% in the third quarter and
rose 0.8%in the second quarter, 1% in the first quarter and 5.3% in the fourth
quarter of the last fiscal year.



The Cubs are better than the Rangers!

‘4/ .,‘.:

SelectaSport: NBA MLB NFL NCAA Basketball

SELECT DIFFERENT TEAMS -

The Cubs are better historically

The Cubs are better under pressure, winning 4 out of 6 over the Rangers in games decided by 1
run

When visiting Cooperstown, be sure to enjoy the significantly higher number of plaques
belonging to the Cubs when compared to the Rangers (13 vs 0)

The Cubs have had more LCS appearances since 1969 than the Rangers (3vs 1)
The Cubs have been to more World Series than the Rangers (10 vs 1)

The Cubs have won more World Series than the Rangers (2 vs 0)



“In five years, a computer

program will win a
Pulitzer Prize — and I'll

be damned if it’s not our
technology.”

. - Kris Hammond to The New York Times
Narrative
Science’

/V




[ he

Pulitzer

Prizes

1989 Bill Dedman of The
Atlanta Journal and Constitution

For his investigation of the racial
discrimination practiced by
lending institutions in Atlanta,
reporting which led to significant
reforms in those policies.

2009 staff of St. Petersburg
Times

For “PolitiFact,” its fact-checking
initiative during the 2008
presidential campaign that used
probing reporters and the power
of the World Wide Web to
examine more than 750 political
claims, separating rhetoric from
truth to enlighten voters. (Moved
by the Board to the National
Reporting category.)

2002 sari Horwitz, Scott
Higham and Sarah Cohen of
The Washington Post

For a series that exposed the
District of Columbia's role in the
neglect and death of 229 children
placed in protective care
between 1993 and 2000, which
prompted an overhaul of the
city's child welfare system.

2011 Paige St. John of
Sarasota Herald-Tribune

For her examination of
weaknesses in the murky
property-insurance system vital
to Florida homeowners,
providing handy data to assess
insurer reliability and stirring
regulatory action.

TOO LATE, DUDE
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What's wrong with this picture?




THANK YOU!

I am

Ben Welsh

Follow me at

@palewire, @LATdatadesk

All URLs available at

http://lat.ms/robotreporters



