Introducing the
Reuters Climate Monitor

Tracking climate change at the speed of news
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Hello. My name is Ben Welsh. I'm an lowan living in New York City.

I am a journalist, albeit an unconventional one. | specialize in what
some people call data journalism, some call computational
journalism and some others call computer-assisted reporting.

Jargon aside, that means | am a reporter and a computer
programmer. | use those skills to collect, organize, analyze and
present large amounts of information.

| now work as the news applications editor at Reuters, the world's
largest independent news agency. In that role, | lead the
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I'm Ben Welsh. I'm from lowa.

| joined Reuters three years
ago.

| lead a specialized team that
automates data to cover
breaking news.




What does that look like?

% Qurgoalistolearn from the speed, scale
and extreme success of live election
results, coronavirus trackers and similar
products

*
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> Our automated systems collect raw data,
refine them into journalism and then
deliver charts, dashboards, databases
and other outputs to our customers.
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% With continual updates, interactive inputs
and limitless scale, they serve clients and
readers in ways a traditional story cannot.
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Automated charts and data

Directory

Latest snapshot charts

Latest data feeds
Realtime chart gallery
Active cyclones

Weather maps

Scheduling
Expected releases

Recurring tasks

System monitor
Data sources
Pipeline runs
Pipeline errors
Homepage embeds
Notification channels

Unscheduled pipelines

Documentation
For editors

For developers
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Latest snapshot charts

The most recent graphics featuring data frozen at a specific point in time. They never
update after packaging. When a new data point is released, a new chart is created.

Search | Enter data series.

Showing all 330 charts
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For example...

We've developed a pipeline
that automatically plots data
using our newsroom’s
chart-marking tool.

It produces hundreds of
ready-to-run charts each
week, covering markets,
economics and public
opinion.
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the front lines of eastern Ukraine, Surovyi, a 40-year-
old Ukrainian soldier, knew his flight to safety would

‘ be fraught with danger.
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The Magnificent Seven'’s straggler
Change in market value over the past year

Apple launches
'game changer'
slimmer iPhone A
for $999 with den
battery

Apple on Tuesday showed off a new, slimi
iPhone "Air" model with a high-density baf
and a brand new processor, priced starting
$999.

16 mins ago

Tesla
Nvidia
|- Alphabet
Meta idia unveils Al chips for video,
Amazon are generation
kiia said on Tuesday it would launch a new
4@ Apple cial intelligence chip by the end of next year,
45, igned to handle complex functions such as

Microsoft

hting videos and software.
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us p ayrous Today's movement in US markets S&P 500 nears record high, investors
58 —S&P500 —NASDAQ — Dow Jones bet on Fed rate cut
benchmark revision The S&P 500 climbed toward a ecord high on
. - Tuesday, lifted by a rally in UnitedHealth, while a
estimate suggests sl i bl benti ol

the Federal Reserve will soon cut interest rates to

labor market weaker ahoe un econonmic crowth,

Aiming high
Because we focus on
coverage of the top
storylines, our automated
charts appear on Reuters

homepage more than five
times per week.
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Follow Humberto and the new tropical storm headed towards Florida f t Xt r W t I r
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T ——— another routine source of

powerful Hurricane Humberto continues to curve away from landfall, the U.S. National Hurricane Center

said on Saturday (3

.

The new storm, known currently as Tropical Depression Nine, is expected to gather strength and be

declared Hurricane Imelda as it approaches Florida, Georgia and South Carolina on Monday. Forecasters re a I I l g | I e W S .

are warning of heavy rains, flash flooding and swelling seas.
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The problem with climate data

% The challenge: Can our newsroom use
data to better cover the day-to-day
impact of climate change?

% The issue: Most climate data is global in
scope, slow to update and centered on
the upward creep of arcane statistics.

>

% The result: It has little to add to coverage
of fast-moving catastrophes, such as last
summer’s European heat wave. A key
piece of context is missing from our
reporting.




How we think we can solve it

% We sought out more timely climate
coverage demands data that’s localized,
easy to grasp and quick to update.

% We surveyed our competitors, interviewed
more than a dozen climate experts and
reviewed the open-source science.
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» We found an emerging set of data sources
yet to be fully utilized by the press that fit
the bill.




The big idea
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Create a data dashboard that, by automatically

comparing today’s weather against the historic

record, identifies temperature extremes as they
occur

Deliver a comprehensive, real-time view of how
climate change is unleashing dangerous new
weather patterns, with the ability to focus in on
any location on Earth

Pass muster with the world’s leading climate
scientists




What we've made
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% A color-coded world map that highlights which
areas are, right now, reporting significant
temperature anomalies

«» Interactive controls that allow readers to
examine conditions in local areas they care
about




Let's have alook

We have a prototype that
we're preparing to launch in

the weeks ahead.



https://graphics.thomsonreuters.com/testfiles/2025/7F6RvUMSUVEE/demo/
https://graphics.thomsonreuters.com/testfiles/2025/7F6RvUMSUVEE/demo/

The road to the finish line
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% Calculate the number of people living in extreme
conditions each day and identify today's
hotspots

% Forecast the temperature events into the
near-term future, just like a traditional weather
forecast

>

% Fuel reporting by our enterprise team into the
impact of extreme temperatures




We hear from you

% Beyond temperature, what climate
data would be most useful to you?

% What's a climate question your team
gets asked that you can't currently
answer with data?

% How could the news media do a
better job covering climate with
data?

T

= ;,.I..l...!a "q |

o n -
Ao wn -

o o
T




